6 - Research and data collection

Identification of an effective strategy for the protection
of children from violence depends on the availability
and proper analysis of data at national, regional and
local levels. The adoption of a national research
agenda represents the most appropriate way of
promoting an integrated and systematic approach to
data collection, analysis, dissemination and research.
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Protection from violence

As a human rights organisation, the Council
of Europe pursues a child rights approach to
violence against children. That means that
all forms of violence constitute a violation of
children’s rights and that all children have the
right to protection from all forms of violence
while in the care of their parents, legal guardians
or any other person.

All Council of Europe member states have
ratified the UNCRC. By doing so they have
recognised that they, as states, have the
paramount responsibility to uphold children’s
rights and to protect all children within their
jurisdiction from all forms of violence at all
times and in all settings. Children in Europe
are also protected by the European Convention
on Human Rights.
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From isolated actions to
integrated strategies

Exposing children to one form of violence
increases their vulnerability to other forms
of violent behaviours. Therefore, effective
prevention of and reaction to violence, as well
as effective safeguarding of the rights of the
child call for a strategic and multidisciplinary
approach.

The Council of Europe’s policy guidelines

on integrated national strategies for the
protection of children from violence aim to
be a source of inspiration for states striving to
adopt a holistic approach to violence against
children and to guarantee their children a
childhood free from violence.
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An integrated national strategy — Rey building blocks

The Council of Europe guidelines contain detailed proposals on how to develop an
integrated national strategy on the rights of the child and the eradication of violence
against children. The strategy is defined as a multidisciplinary and systematic
framework integrated into the national planning process, rooted in the UNCRC and
bringing together all stakeholders. A model national strategy should integrate the

following key components:

2 - The policy framework

¢ the existence of a national child rights policy is
crucial for the realisation of the child’s right to be
protected from all forms of violence. Such a policy
should ensure that the provisions and principles of
the UNCRC permeate all aspects of government
policy and all public actions affecting children;
¢ the overall goal of child and family policies should
be
« to support families in their child-rearing
responsibilities;
« to prevent, as far as possible, the separation
of children from their families;
% to provide for family-like and community-
based alternatives to avoid placement of
children in institutions;
« in cases of separation, when appropriate,
to ensure ongoing contact between children
and their parents and to support family
reunification when it is in the best interest
of the child;
e children should be actively empowered,
according to their evolving capacity and with
their formal consent, to participate meaningfully
in the planning, implementation and evaluation of
polices and programmes to promote their rights
and prevent violence against children.
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3 - The institutional framework

The sustainable institutional framework required for
the strategy’s realisation should comprise:

e an agency with the primary responsibility of protecting
children from violence and co-ordinating and monitoring
the strategy’s implementation;

¢ a network of public institutions contributing to child
protection and co-operating with the co-ordinating
agency and all other stakeholders;

¢ an independent human rights institution to promote
and protect the rights of the child;

¢ an observatory on the rights of the child, a national
statistical office or a research institute to co-ordinate
the collection, analysis, management and dissemination
of data;

e civil society, including human rights institutions and
professional networks;

¢ children and their organisations.
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