COUNCIL OF EUROPE
CONSEIL DE L'EUROPE

Strasbourg L SN=-E~-DP (80) 2¢€

. EUROPEAN COMMITTEE FOR THE CONSIRVATION
OF NATURE 2MD NATURARL RESOURCES

A

COE142068

Select Committee of Experts ~ European Diploma

Kugcenneti Wational Park
(Morkey)

On--the-gspet appraisal

by Tr. ¥ Geroudet
(Sw lfzerlaxd)

63.062
05.3



SN-R-DF  (80)

fmrd

Q%]

e

N

26 -1

CGHTENTS

Terms of reference

Fulfilment of terms of raferenca

Present situation of the Kugcenneti lational Park

3.1 Conservation sitvation;
1.2 Lzgal and land status
3.2 Managenent
3.4 Imprbvements

.5 Public accesz and information
£

¢ reseaxrch

P-
fonie
4

3.6 Scient

[ R

Outlying districts

4.1 Lake HManyas
scheme

(Rug G81d)

Conclugions

(&)
[ R
O
5
fa)

rauna

- Xocagay River dam
and possible conseguances



SN-R-DP (80) 26

1. Terms of raferance

The committee of experte decidad that an on-the-szpot
appraisal of thz Kugcennsti National Park should be made
with a view to renszwal of the European Diploma,  first

awardsed to the park in 1876, 1 was asked to periorm - -this
appraisal and did so, with Mr Peter Baum, repressnting the
Secretariat of the Council of Europe, cn 13-15 June 1972,

2. Falfilment of terms of reference

We landed at Istanbul on Tuesday 12 June and ware met
by Mr D Ozbaykal (Directorate of Forests, Ministry of
Agrluthure, Ankara), who staved with us thr@ughouf our
tim: in Turkey.

On 13 June, after spending the night in the foresters'
shelter of the Forest of RBulgrade, we went to Bandirma by koat,
which took the entire morning; upon landing, a car and driver
took us to Xugcenneti where the park director and
Mr 7 Gliupinar, biclogist, were awaiting us, among cthers.

The afternoon was sgpent in discussion, lpo"eﬁtlon of the
lake outlet, and a boat-tour of the park. %That evening
wa were invited to dine with the Kafmakan, governor of
Bandirma Province. '

On 14 June we crossed Lak: Manyas by boat to
" tha south shore towards the mouth of the Kocagay,
took the morning. After lunch, at the invitation
town of Sigirci and M¥Mr Mstin Tunca, itz mayor, we
to the engineers who had come to tell usg about the ho,acay
River dam scheme: this river is the lake's main affluent,
-We spent the end of the afternoon in the Kugcenneti National
Park,

On 15 June we were taken tn Lake Apolyont to look at
the north shore and a few of the islands (by boat). That
evening a final tour around tho park precsdad our closing
conversations.

On 16 June we were driven to the port of Yalova, which
we reached arocund noon. #From there we went to Istanbul by
boat, and Mr D Ozbaykal left us, The noxt day, 17 June,
we flew to Zurich. T

Thanks to the facilitiss offered by the Turkish Govarnment
we were able to carry out our. terms of reference in the best
conditions. As in 19275, when the first on-tha-spot appralsal
was made, we were given a free rein to conduct our
investigation and all needed transport vas supplied. We
were most considerately welccomed everywhare and the entire
trip was w2il orgahnised. We extend very warm thanks- to all
the people who took such trouble to make our stay pleasant
as well as useful, and especially ¥Mr D Ozbaykal and his
colleagues.
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3, Preseni situation of the Kugcenneti Wationsl Park

I have not repeated the particulars given in the §
raport (1975) nd mention onl” changes which have taken
place in the intervening vea

Bearing in mind the voery dry weather, the tuation
iz on thoe whole as satlisfactory as in 1675, '
Vegetation: no.special comment.

uuuad Tha bird cclonies are prospering, as 1n81uatj
by counts taken and trun:mitteg by Mr Tansu Girpir
{I 40 not have figures for 1976)
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(Pairs) ‘ ' 1977 1

Great crested grebe, FPodice p, cristatus - 4 15
Dalmatian pelican, Pelecanus crizpus 50 55
Cormorant Phalacroceorax carbo 350 350
Pyygmy cormorant Phalacrocorax pygmasus 32 78
Grey heron Ardea cineroa ~ 15Bs 140
furple heron ardea purpurea 2 2
Little egret Igretta garzette . 58 19
Sguacco hervon Ardeola ralloides ’ 101 16
Night heron Wycticorax nycticorax 210 158
Littloe bittern Izxobrychus minutus 1 G
Zpoonbill Platalea leucorodia 1301 430
3lousy ibis Plegadis faloinellus ' 185 404

Leaving aside the Anatidae and Rallidae (few in number
and hardsr to count), populations may be %:3n to be Lolding
their own, with fluctuations which are natural for this tyne
of ¢olony. It should be obscrved thet hoginning in h447 the
counts were no longer nade by nest but by se ctor-by-gector
estimates, including new colonies (previca flv iraccaezible).

Hence tﬁéy are ne longer fully comparable with those for 1968~
The park's value as a refugs and breeding-site for these
birds haz not lessened. Incidentally, 2 pair of storks,
Ciccrnia eciconia. also nasted in the park in 1978,
/
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3.2 Legal and land status
Wothing to renort

3.3 Management -

Xugcennetl has an annual budget of 2,000,000 Turkish
pounds for full- and nart-timae staff, which includes four
wardens and twe foresters. Expenditure on management and
improvements amnun*s te about 365,0C0 pounds,

We were pleoased to observe that Mr Ani Kivlluy was
able to return to his job as warden.

The buffermzone in which shooting and koating are
prohibited (it is clearly marked) continues to b effective.

3.4 Improvements

he informaticn centre planne
built for a number of reasong. Fr
smaller building, with 100 m? of g
natural envircnments; hut the fina
not been settled. =

‘could not be

ns call for a
hace for hirds and
arrangemants have

o

In the territory reserved to the birds, pcnds have been
dug near the spoonbill coloniecs and opposite the observation
tower, and the spoil transported elzewhere. We advised the
staff to remove a few cumbersome poplars and prune some other
trees, to encourage the harons to meve their nests closer
tc the tower again.

A fire barrier has been made along the north fence.

3.5 Public access and information

The annual number of visitors now stands at 30,000 and
is rising by 10% cvarxy vear, althouch access is strictly
confined tc the tower. Most visito¥s come in coaches
although 1%% arce students; among foreign visitors, Germans
predominate. ~ o

Information is provided by the little muse um and the
wardens, only one of whom speaks CGerman. An illustrated
folder in English is most useful,

Visitors are under close supervisi“n,_ 235 they cannct go
beyond the . observation tower and az, owing to tree growth,
the nesting colconies are tending to move away: from it, thos
whose main interest is ornithologyv may be keenly disap;,{:-ointed°
Some means should be found of satisfying their desires
without disturbing nesting birds during the s2ason; once
it is over, more axtensive tours could certainly be conducted
even in boats (paying).
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Cbvicusly, the carrying-out cf this scheme would alter
the present whelly-natural bkalance of Lakae Manyas. - It is
hard to predict its effects upon “he fauna and hence uposn
the Kugcenneti colonies. :

I can suggest the following chief dangers:

w Regulation of lake water-lavel. Tha authorities say
that the lower and upper limitz determined by those who
know the park best will bhe respected at seasons important to
the birds. As the imperatives of nature conservation are
likely to yield to economlc interests, I have misgivings
a2s to the realism of such a long-term undertaking.

- Reduction of the surface arca available % water birds
on the south shore, By reducing the area previously
subject to periodical flooding, the dike will assuredly
have this effect,

- Incraasaed disturbance in feedi
and new roads. Thig might alsc
in the regions.

ng areas caused by works
o affact nesting colonies

=~ Return to the lake of part of the excess irrigation water,
laden with fertilisers and pesticides. It would seem
difficult to avoid this fresh source of pollution., Iis .
effects upon the ecosystem of a naturally eutrophic
lake may prove catastrophic in the long term for under- )
water plants and hance for tha lake animal life, as wzll
as for reproduction of birds at Kugcaennati.

- Multiplication of high-voltage lines, which are both
unsightly and dangerous to large birds in flight.

I do not think that these considerations have raceivad

sufficient attention in the planning of the dam, In any avent,
it would be most regrettable if Lake Manyas ware to be
subjected to the influence of artificial factors governed
by uncontrollable sconomic intarests (and political ones as
wall, nc doubt).

2 technical and ecological investigation by independent
(non-Turkish) specialists would bhe advisable before any decision
is taken. v :

4,2 Lake Apolyont

The inspection on 15 June was perforce superficial and
limited. 1In particular, I am sorry not to have seen the south~
west zone (Kemalpaga delta). I was novertheless able to
appreciate not only the very grzat baauty of the lake but
alsc its particular ecological charactzr, also largely untouched
for the present, and various zapects of its bird life. Unlike
Lake Manyas, Lake Apolyont appears to have remained largely
oligotrophic over most »f its extent,
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5. conclusion _ ' :
M:\LS t».\.ﬂ _:1‘.,1:.-‘,:’
gualitiez and its management
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