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The Chairman opened the meeting at 10.a.m.

Iho Chairman informed the Committee of the following
changes in its constitution.

Mr.' Zussy (member, Prance) will be replaced by Mrs, Ploux.

• Mr. Emile SchaUs (Alternate, Luxembourg) will be replaced
provisionally by Mr. Spautz.
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1. Agenda

The Agenda was ad opted

/AS/PR.(20) OJ j>7

2. -Minute s

The minutes "of the moating hold on 10 and 23 September 1968
in Strasbourg were approved.

/Js/PR (20) PV 3 and ff

?• ProjgrajSHne of tho jCJommlJ^ee/^ activities

The Committee approved its programme of activities as
contained in document AS/PR (20) 19.

4« Position of the refugees from Czechoslovakia

The Chairman thanked Mr. Rodie" and Mr. Asschor for
the preparation of information documents on the situation
of refugees from Czechoslovakia,

LlrV Rodi^ referred the Committee to document AS/PR (20) 21
for information on the Czechoslovakian nationals who had left
their country until 28 November 1968. Since that date the
numbers of CzechosloVakians crossing the border had been
decreasing. An estimate made on 3 December 1968 revealed
that about 10,000 persons had asked for refugee status.
Up to 6 December 1968 about 13,000 refugees had asked to
profit from the United States Refugees Assistance Programne.

. Up 'to 4 December 1968 ICEM had helped. 4,100 -persons
to emigrate to various countries, Mr, Rodie said that in
Belgium a programme had been set up for students who wished
to continue their studios in this country.

Various voluntary relief organisations had given a
substantial aid to the Chechoslovakian refugees*

In order to enable those organisations to continue their
programmes, ICEM, in agreement with the Chairman of'the
Resettlement Fund, had requested the Administrative Council of
the Fund to grant them "subsidies.

AS/PR (20) 16
AS/HI (20) 21
AS/PR (20) 227 ,
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^LvA^gpJ^S' informed the Coianittee that the French version
of documonlf ~AS7PR (20) 22 should "be amended as follows;

In paragraph 5, fifth line; insert between the words
"autres" and "ont" the word "cjui" and delete the v/ord "et".

Ho explained that the majority of the Czechoslovakians
who had left their country had not asked for refugee status.
Por this reason the number of Czuchoslovakians who had asked
the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees for assistance
was relatively small. He estimated their number at 8,000 'to
10,000. 50,000 dollars had boon spqnt on the resettlement of
those refugees who had left Austria for other countries. He
expected that the situation of the Czochoslovakian refugees
could be better evaluated at the -beginning of 1969.

Mgr. Rochfiau drew attention to the fact that in Switzerland,
Czochoslovakian refugees had according to Swiss American
government regulations no possibility to leave this country
for the USA. Por this reason many Czechoslovakian refugees
wore leaving Switzerland for Austria.

Mrs. Pirnborg said that in Austria many Czochoslovakian
refugees were awaiting an improvement of- the situation in their
home, country and could not decide whether to ask for refugee
status.'

Because of the increasing number of Czechoslovakian refugees
the Austrian Government was in urgent need of more financial
aid from relief organisations.

Thoi Chairman proposed that the Committee continue to
consider the situation of the Czechoslovakian refugees, although
this question had not been referred to the Committee.

5. Position of the victims of the Nigorian, civil war

The Chairman informed the Committee that he expected the
Committee of Ministers' reply to the recommendation on the
victims of the civil war in ITigeria at the beginning of
January 1969.

The Chairman road out a list .of gifts already given by
the Council of Europe member states to the International Committee
of the Rod Cross .(ICRC),
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He informed the Committee- that Mr. Pierre G-aillard
Chairnan of ICRC had recently declared to the press that his
organisation would neod nine million Swiss francs for the
continuation of its relief actions until 15 December 1968.

Mgr. Rochc.au gave a short account of the relief actions
carried out by -the various international organisations.
In Biafra aid was given by ICRC and in Nigeria by the
International league of Red Cross societies. Both actions

£| v/ere co-ordinated by Ambassador Llndt, ICRC General Conndssionor
™ for relief "action in Nigeria* Car-itas Intornationalis worked

closely together with tho Rod Cross organisations. The
greatest problem was tho transport of food and medical supplies,
ifotably in the South of ITigeria road transport had become
extremely difficult and ;jost transport wont by helicopter.

Ho feared that there was an epidemic of measles at
hand in tho ravaged areas which would cost tho lives of
many children. Therefore ho urged that sufficient vaccines
bo sent there as soon as possible. He expected crops to
diminish substantially at the beginning of 1969 causing a
great1 shortage of food. As food supplies could not be
transported to the victims of the war in sufficient quantities
a real human catastrophe had to be expected,

Mr. Asscher drew attention to' the difficult position of
the Biafran refugees staying in the Western African states.

^^ These countries were not sufficiently equipped to provide
•P those refugees with the aid they needed. At a future mooting.

of the Committee he would present more details on this question,

6. Position of the refugees in the Middle East

Tho Chairman informed the Committee that the situation
of the" refugees in the Middle East remained precarious and
the presence' there of UNRWA was still indispensable.' Ho
referred to document AS/PR (20) 20 prepared by TBTRWA, containing
a .report presented by tho Director of .UHRWA in Europe,
Mr« Courvoisier, to'the Commissio;ior General of'this'
organisation. Mr. Courvoisier, wao was unablo to attend the
meeting, would present a statement on this matter at a future
mooting of the Committee',

The Chairman proposed that the Committee discuss this
subject again at one of the Committee's future meetings.

This was agreed.
,/Afe/PR (19) is
lieo. 520
AS/PR (20) 2C7
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7. Position of the Greek refugees
. $"?•• 24-677 "

TLie__Qhairman referred to Order No-. 279 in which, the Assembly
had-cTiargod" the Committee to report on tho situation of tho
Greok refugees,

:The Secretariat had already contacted various' organisations
in order, to obtain more detailed information on-this matter*
He proposed tho appointment of lie".' Pbhlor as Rapporteur. •

This was agreed.

IIr« PShier said that ho was specially worried 'about tho
problems of the G-roek migrant workers in Western European countries
and notably in the Federal Republic of Germany 'who had shown
their hostility toxvards the Grook regime. Although they could
not bo considered as refugees many among them would prefer to
have refugee status.

At the 'suggestion of Mr, Pb'hlor the Committee agreed
that the report prepared on the initiative of Professor Siotis
on the Greek refugoos bo reproduced as a Committee document.

3, ' -Birth Control ^/Inf (68) 257

Hrv St. John.Steyas read out a preliminary report he had
prepared' on the Encyclical "Huiaanae Vitae". In this report he
considered'the Encyclical in four points: the status of tho
Encyclical, its practical weight and worth, its 'theological
value and a criticism of it based on various grounds*

Mrs, ffirnberg a'nd Mr. Pb'falor wondered whether it foil-within
the Committee's 'competence to examine theological and. moral
questions as contained in tho Encyclical. :

LIrV St, John Stoyas thought that the Encyclical could, exert
an 'influence on legislation in'Catholic countries. "In this
sense tho Encyclical could have political relevance. This would
also be the case if Catholics had to consider aid to developing
countries in the field of family planning.

•A
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Various members proposed that, in view of its importance',
O.St. John Stevas1 report be -reproduced as a Committee
document. . • • '

This was agreed,

The Chairman proposed that the Committee's next step
"bo a "debate on Mr. St. John Stevas' report at a future mooting,
it being understood that the Committee would not take a
position on the moral -and religious aspects of the Encyclical.

Hissedcs Gachons suggested that the Committee, in
examining t"Ee question of birth control, take into consideration
the points of view on th".s question of women's organisations.

9• naturalisation of refugees in the Council of Europe
monbor states ~ ~

£̂S/'PR (20) 18, 23 and 24?
The Chairman informed tho Committee that Mr. G-oodhart

had asked to"blT^ischarge from his function-as Rapporteur'
on the naturalisation of refugees in the Council of Europe
member, states.

Mi-« As so her said'that tho best help which could be given
to refugees we're measures ensuring their full integration
in their new home countries. At present there- were -still
600,000.to 700,000 refugjes in tho Council of Europe member
states waiting for naturalisation. The most effective Xvay
to facilitate their integration was by promoting their
acquisition of a new nationality. Additional measures such

. as facilitating naturalisation through marriage or to enable
refugee children to opt for the nationality of their country
of residence, could considerably voduce the number of people
having refugee status or being stateless.

Ho referred to doc^imont AS/Soc (20) 28, submitted by
the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, containing
a number of proposals on the solution of the refugee problem.

LIrs. van Miorlo informed the Committee that the President
of tho European Union of Women had asked all the Union's
committees to study the problem of the acquisition by refugees
and stateless persons of tho nationalities of their country '
of residence. She drew attention to the great differences
in tho legislation on this matter in the Council of Europe
member status*

.A
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Mr. Warburg informed the Coumitteo that B'HTai B'Rith had
examined the position of man, having refugee status or''being
stateless, who wished to acquire the nationality of their country
of residence through marriage. In the majority of the 'Council
of Europe member states this was impossible. B'Nai B'Rith
prepared a document on this matter v/hlch. it would submit to
the Committee. Ho expressed'the hope that this question become
the subject of an Assembly recommendation.

' ' *
LIgr. RochOau stressed the importance of promoting the '-

integration of refugee and stateless children notably by
facilitating their acquisition of a new nationality.

1'h.o Committee decided to appoint the Chairman as Rapporteur
on the naturalisation of. refugees in t'he Council of Europe
member states.

10. "Europa Centres" /AS/PR (20) 257

The Committee decided to appoint Mr. Pohlor as Rapporteur
on the establishment of "Europa Centres" for migrant and"
indigenous workers.

11.' Rejport of the meeting of the Advisory Committee of the'
Council of Europe sfioci^^^QSrol^^^^X°_ for national
rofu^oo^s AnA^°Y_e^^0_^^A^0J^"'" •

Mr. Pb'hlor gave a short account of the meeting of the 40
Advisory Committee of the Council of Europe Special Representative
for national refugees and over-population from 9 to 11 December 1968
in Paris".

Ho informed the Committee that the Special Representative
had expressed his disappointment of the progress made by the
Joint Committee on a European statute for the migrant worker
in the-adoption of a convention on this statute.

Because of a procedural question raised by the experts during
thb discussion on the draft convention at the: Comrn-itteq !.s .fourth
mooting, he had boon led to consider- the possibility of'submitting
his resignation to the Committee of Ministers. However, 'at the
request of the Joint Committee and the Secretary General, he had
agreed to reconsider his attitude in this matter.

-A
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Other points discussed at the Special Representative
Advisory Committee 's meeting were migrant .workers' maintenance
obligations towards their families 'at home, school education
for migrant workers' children, the present situation of
over-population in certain regions of Council of Europe member
states-, vocational training of migrant workers, safety at
work for migrant workers,-'the teaching of languages to
migrant workers and the representation of migrant workers
on staff councils.

Following Mr. Pb'hler's statement the Committee decided
to discuss the conclusions of the meeting of "the Special •
Representative Advisory Committee from 9 to 11 December 1968
at its noxt meeting on 30 January 1969.

12. Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development
i

She Chairman informed the Committee that the third
special meeting of the Council of Europe - OECD liaison
committees concerned with social questions would take place
on 18 March 1969 in Paris at the Chateau do la Muette in
the afternoon.

Mr^«mJ3and. asked the members of the Committee, in view
of the preparation of the third meeting of the'Council of
Europe - OECD liaison committees in March 1969? to inform
him of the points they \vould like to discuss at this meeting.

13• Decision of .the Committee of Ministers with regard
TcT at'hoji^ight of^_asylum _ • .""

ffhg^_ Cjiaj. rma n ' i nf or mo d the Committee that the Committee
of rlihistors," in pursuance of Recommendation 293 on the
Right to Asylum had. adopted in June 196? a resolution on
"Asylum to persons in danger of persecution".

He invited the members of the Committee t6 kee.p him
informed of the implementation of this resolution in the
Council of Europe member*states.

Mr..' 0pursier informed the Committee that the board of
curators of the Association for tho Study of tho World
Refugees Problems in VaJuz (Liechtenstein) had stressed
tho need' for a multilateral' universal convention on the
right to asylum following the same principles as the Red
Cross conventions of 1949.

^AS/PR (20) 137
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14". jleagure s t o ' e nable tjio jJouncil of Bur ope in^jftrward
looking activities ' ~~ " " . " " " . . '

.gh.0 Chairman informed the Committee that the Chairman
of the" Committee of Ministers had agreed that the Council of
Europe engage itself in forward looking activities.

At tho suggestion of th^jChairman the Committee decided
to consider at its future meeting the inclusion in its programme
of activities a number of subjects related to forward looking
activities. . . ^00o 24Q1 and AS/Inf (68) ̂

15» Other "business

I.Ir. Coursier drew attention to three requests which had
recently been formulated by the Association for the Study of
tho World Refugees Problems.

(a) Recognition for refugees, of the years of service
in their home country. The member states of tho
Council of Europe should recognise rights accrued
to refugees under social, security plans in their

. home country as it was a great hardship for them
if they could not receive payments under such plans
in the country of reception. . •

(b) Prolongation of travelling documents for .refugees.
• ; • There were' a great number ef refugees, who were in

possession of a travelling document issued by
one country but who worked in another country. It
would be of gre'at advantage'to'such-'refugees if in
such -cases the prolongation of t'he travel document

' could take .place in the country in which the refugee
works, or if'such country would accept them as its
own re.fugeos,

(c) Lifting of visa requirement*. On 20 April 1959s'
the Committee of Ministers decided to set up an
agreement on the abolition of visas for refugees,

• • ' • Which.was put into forge on .3 September I960.-
'HoV/eWr, a -number' of Council of Europe member- •

• . states had not yet ratified it. It would bo' :of
" ' special importance if Austria and 'Groat Britain would

effect t h o 'ratification. • . . . . . , . ' .

./.
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16. PatG and place of next meotings

Tho noxt meetings will TDG hold on Thursday 30 January 1969
at 8 a.m. in Strasbourg and on Tuesday 18 I/larch 1969 in Paris
in the tiorning.

./•
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lost^of decisions taken

She .Committee, ' • '

- adopted the minutes of its routings on 10 and 23 September 1968
in Strasbourg;

- adopted its programme of activities as contained in
document /AS/PR (20) l|7; £

- heard statements by lir. Rodie, representative of ICEM,
and 1-ir. Asschur, representative of UEECR, on the
position of Czechoslovakian citizens who had left their
country;

f hoard a statement by I-^r.Hochcau, representative of
the International Catholic Iligration Commission,
on the position of the victims of the Nigerian civil
war j

- hoard a statement by Ilr. St. John Stovas on the
Encyclical "Humanae Vitao";

- heard statements'by Mr. Asschor,- representative of
UITHCR, and by Mr, Warburg, representative of B'llai
B'Rith International Council, on the naturalisation
of refugees in the Council of Europe member states;

- appointed its Chairman Jiapportour on the naturalisation
of refugees in the Council of Europe member states;

- appointed Mr. PShler as Rapporteur on the establishment
of "Europa Centres" for migrant and indigenous workers;

- hoard an account of Mr. Pb'hler of the mooting of the
Advisory Committee of the Council of Europe Special
Representative for national refugees and over-population
from 9 to 11 December 1968;

- decided to hold its next meetings on Thursday
30 January 1969 at 8 a.m. in Strasbourg and on
Tuesday 18 March 1969 in Paris in the morning.


