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The Chairman opened the mcecting at 10.a,.m.

The Chairman informed the Committee of the follow1ng

changes 1n its constltutlon.

lr. Zussy (member, France) will be rcplaced by Mrs., Ploux.

- lr, Emile Schaus (Alternate, Iuxcmbourg) will be replaced

provisionally by Mr. Spautz.
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1.  Agenda

The Agenda was adopted

JES/PR (20) 0J 57
2. Minutes '

, The minutes of the mecting hc¢ld on 10 and 23 Septcmber 1968
in Strasbourg were aporoved.

/AS/FR (20) PV 3 and 47

3. Yrogramme of the Committce's activities

The Committec approved its programme of activitics as
contained in document AS/PR (20) 19.

4. Position of the rcfugees from Czechoslovakisa

The Chairman thanked Mr. Rodié and Mr. Asscher for
the preparation of information documents on the situation
of rocfugeces from Czechoslovakia,

lir, Rodié roferred the Committee to document AS/PR (20) 21
for information on the Czechoslovakian nationals who had left
their country until 28 November 1968. Since that date the
mumbers of Czechoslovakians crossing the border had been
decroasing. An estimate made on 5 December 1968 revecaled
that about 10,000 persons had asked for refugee status.

Up to 6 December 1968 about 13,000 refugces had askcd to
profit from the United States Rofugees Assistance Programigc.

. Up to 4 December 1968 ICEM had helped. 4,100 persons
to emigrate to various countries., Mr, Rodié said that in
Belgium g programme had been set up for students who wished
to continue their studics in this country.

Various voluntary rclicf organisations had given a
substantial aid to the Czechoslovekian refugees.

In order to cnablc these organisatidns to continue their
programmes, ICEM, in agrcement with the Chairman of the
Rescttlement Fund, had roquested the Administrative Council of
the Fund to grant them subsidiles.

/ES/PR (20) 16

AS/PR (20; 21
AS/FR (20) 227 /
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Mr. Asscher informed the Coumittce that the French version
of document AS/PR (20) 22 should be amended as follows:

In paragraph 5, £fifth line; inscrt bectween the words
"autres" and "ont" the word "qui" and delete the word M"et',

He oxplained that the majority of the Czechoslovakians
who had left their country had not asked for refugece status,
For this recason the number of Czechoslovakians who had asked
the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees for assistance
was relatively small., He cstinmated their number at 8,000 to
10,000. 50,000 dollars had beccen spgint on the resettlement of
thosc refugees who had left Austria for other countrics. He
expected that the situation of the Czechoslovakian rcfugces
could bc better evaluated at the beginning of 1969,

Mgr. Rochcau drew attention to the fact that in Switzerland,
Czechoslovakian refugees had according to Swiss American
governmeont recgulations no posaibility to leavo this country
for the USA. Por this reason many Czechoslovakian rcfugccs
vere leoaving Switzerland for Ausiria.

Iirs, Firnberg said that in Austria many Czcchoslovakian
roefugees were awaiting an improvement of - the situation in their
home. country and could not dcecide whuther to ask for rcefugou
status. :

Because of the incrcecasing number of Czcchoslovakian rofugces
the Augtrian Government was in urgent nced of morc financial
aid from rclicf organisations,

The Chairman proposed that the Committee continuc to
consider the situation of the Czechoslovakian refugces, although
this question had not been rcferred to the Committec,

5. Position of the victims of the Nigerian civil war

The Chairman informed the Committce that he expected the
Committce of Ministers' reply to the recommendation on the
victims of the civil war in Higeria at the beginning of
January 1969,

The Chairman rcad out a list of gifts already given by
the Council of Europe member states to the International Committee
of the Red Cross .(ICRC).

o/'
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He informed the Committec that Mr. Pierre Gaillard
Chairman of ICRC had receuntly declared to the press that his
organisation would necd ninec nillion Swiss francs for the
continuation of its rclicf actions until 15 December 19683.

Mgr, Rochoau gave a short account of the relief actions
carried oul by -the various international organisations.
In Biafra aid was given by ICRC and in Nigeria by the
International Lecague of red Cross societies. Both actions
were co-ordinated by Ambassador Lindt, ICRC General Commissioncr
for relief action in Nigeria., Caritas Intornationalis workod
closcly together with the Red Cross organisations. The
greatost problem was the transport of food and mcdical supplies.
Notably in the South of Iigeria road transport had become -
extremely difficult and ost transport went by helicopter.

He fcarcd that there was an opidemic of measles at
hand in the ravaged arcas which would cost the lives of
many children. Therefore he urged that sufficient vaccincs
be sent there as soon as possible., He cxpaected crops to
dininish substantially at the beginning of 1969 causing a
great shortage of food., As food supplies could not be
transported to the victims of the war in sufficient quantitics

" a recal human catastrophe had to bc expected.

Hr. Asscher drew atiention to the difficult position of
the Biafran refugecs staying in the Western African states.
These countries werc not sufficie:tly equipped to provide
those refugeces with the aid they neceded. At a future mecting
of the Committec he would prescent more details on this question.

6. Position of the refugees in the Middle East

The Chairman informed the Coumittce that the situation
of the refugees in the liddle East remained precarious and
the prescnce there of UNRWA was still indispensable. He :
referred o document AS/PR (20) 20 prepared by UNRWA, contalnlng
a report presentod by tho Director of UNRWA in Europe,
Mr. Coyrvoisicr, to the Commissioner General of this
organisation. Mr. Courvoisier, wuo was unable to attend the
mecting, would prescnt a statement on this matter at a futurec
meeting of the Committee . .

The Chairman propoced that the Committee diccuee this
subject again at one of the Committee's future meetings.

This wae agreed.

/AS/PR (19) 18
kec. 520

AS/FR (20) 207
o/ o
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T Pooiltion of the Greek refupees

[D'no . 24677 -

The Chairman referfed-to Order No, 279 in which the Asscmbly
had charged thé Committee to roport on the situation of +the
Greck refugces., - .

:The Secretariat had alrcady contacted varlous'organlsatlons
in order to obtain more detailcd information on. this mattor.
He proposcd the appointment of lir. Pohler as Rapportour. -

This was agreed.

dr. Pohler said that ho was spu01a11y worricd ‘about the
problems of the Greek migrant workers in Western Europcan countrics
and notably in the Federal Republic of Gormany who had shown
their hostility towards the Greck regime., Although they could
not be considered as refugees many among them would prefer to
have rcfugee status.

At the suggestion of lr, Pohlcr the Committee agreed
that the report preparcd on the initiative of Profcssor Siotis
on the Greek refugeces be reproduced as a Committee document.

8. '“Bi?th Control [Fe/Int (68) 257

lir. St. John Stevas read out a preliminary r¢port he had
preparcd on the Encyclical "Humanae Vitae". In this rcoport he
considercd the Encyclical in four points: the status of the
Bneyclical, its praetical weight and worth, its theologlcal
value and a criticism of it based on various grounds. :

Mrs. Plrnbnrg and Mr. Pohler wondercd whether it fell- w1fhin
the Committee's” competenco to exanming theologlcal and. noral
quostlons as contalned in tho Encyclical. :

mr. St. John Stevas thought that the Encyclical could. oxert
an influcnce on legislation in Catholic countries. "In this
scense the Encyclical could have political relevance. This would
also be the case if Catholics had to considcr aid to developing
countries in the field of family planning.
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Various members proposcd that, in view of its importanccy
1. St. John Stevas! report be reproduced as a Commlttee
document.. :

This was agrced.

The Chairman proposcad that the Committee's next step
boc a docbate on Mr, St. John Stevas! report at a future meccting,
it being undorstood that the Committce would not ftake a
position on the moral -and religious aspects of the DIneyeclical.

lliss des Gachons suggested that the Committee, in
examining the gquestion of birth control, take into consideration
the points of view on this questicn of women's organisations,

g, Laturalisation of refugees in the Council of Europe
menber statcs

/88/FR (20) 18, 23 and 24/

The Chairman informcd tho Cormittee that Mr. Goecdhart
had asked ©o be dischargc from his function-as Rapporteur-
on the naturallsatlon of rofugces in the Council of Europec
membor states, .

Mr( Asscher said "that the best help which could be given
to reTugees wore measurces ensuring their full intsgration
in their new home countries. At nresent there were still
600,000 to 700,000 refugies in th: Council of Europe member
states waiting for naturalisation. - The most effective way
to facilitate their intcgration was by promoting their
acquisition of a new nationality. Additional measures such’
. as facilitating naturalisation thiough marriage or to cnablo
refugee children to opt for the nationality of their country
of residence, could considcrably wveduce the number of people
having rcfugee status or being stateless,

Ile referred to documont AS/Soc (20) 28, submittcd by
the Unitced Nations High Commissioiicr for Refugees, containing
a mumber of proposals on the solution of the rofugee problenm.

lirs. van Mierlo informed the Committece that the President
of the Furopean Union of Women had asked all the Union's
- committees to study the »roblem of the acquisition by refugces
and statcless persons of the nationalities of their country
of rosidence, She drew attention to the great differcences
in the legislation on this matter in the Council of Europe
member states.

o/ e
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lir, Warburg informed the Coumittec that B'Nai B'Rith had
cexamined the position of mon, hav1ng refugee status or being
stateloss, who wished to acquirc the nationality of their country
of residence through marriage. In the majdérity of the Council
of Luropc membor states this was 1mposs1ble. B'Nai B'Rith
prepared a document on this matter which it would submit to
the Committec. He expressed the hope that this question become
tho subgoct of an Assembly recomendation.

ng. Rocthg stressed the importance of promoting the
intcgration of refugee and stateless children notably by
facilitating their acquisition of a new nationality.

vho Committee decided to app01at the Chairman as Rapporteur
on the naturalisation of rcfugeccs in the Coun01l of Burope
menber gtatos. -

10. "Burcpa Centres" . [FS/PR (20) 257

The Committee decided to aprpoint Mr. PShler as Rapportcur
on the establishment of "Buropa Centres" for migrant and
indigenous workcrs.,

11. Reporu of the mecting of the Advisory Commlttoo of the'
Council of Burope Special Reproscntative for navional
ro;ugovs and ovcrﬁpopulatlon :

IIr, Pohler gave a short account of the meeting of the ‘.
Advisory Committee of the Council of Burope Special Represcntative
for natiodonal rcfugecs and over-— nopulatlan from 9 to ll December 1968
in Paris.

He 1n¢ormed the Committec that the Special Representative
nad cxpressed his disappointment of the progress made by the
Joint Committec on a ﬁuropean statute for the migrant worker
in the- adoptloh of a convention on this statute,

Because of a procedural gquostion raised by the experts during
the discussion on the draft convention at the Committeg'!s fourth
meoting, he had been led to consider the possibility of submitting
his resignation to the Committce of Ministers, However, at the
fequest of the Joint Committec and the Secretary General, he had
agreed e} recon31der hl° attitude in this matter.
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Other points discussed at the Special Representative
Advisory Committec's mecting werc migrant workers' maintenance
obligations towards their families at home, school cducation
for migrant workers' children, the present situation of
over-population in certain rogions of Council of Burope mcembexr
states, vocational training of migrant workers, safety at
work for migrant workers,  the teachlng of languages to
nigrant workers and the represcntation of migrant workers
on sta £ councils. ~

FPollowing Mr. Pthler's statement the Committee decided
to discuss the conclusions of the mecting of the Special
Ropresontative Advisory Committee from 9 to 11 Decenber 19068
at its noxt meeting on 30 January 1969.

12, QOrganisation for Economic Co-operation and Development

Fhe Chairman informed the Committec that the third
special nmecting of the Council of Europe ~ OECD liaison
committecs concerncd with social questions would take place
on 18 Maorch 1969 in Paris at the Chidteau dc 1la kuette in
the aftornoon.

Mr. Sand asked the members of the Commlttee, in view
of tho proparatlon of the third meetlng of the Council of
Burope - OECD liaison committees in March 1969, to inform - ~
him of the points they would likc tc discuss at this meoting.

13, Decision of the Committec of Ministers with regard
'~ %0 the right of asylum -

The Chairman’ 1nformcd the Committee that the Committce
of Nlnlstcrs, in pursuaince of Recommendation 293 on the
Right to Asylum had adopted in June 1967 a resolution on
"Asylum to persons in danger of persecution',

He invited the members of the Committee %0 keep him
informed of the implemcnfation of this resolution. 1n the
Coun01l of EBurope member states. :

Mr. Coursier informed the Committee that the board of
curators of the Association for ¥ho Study of the World
Refugess Problems in Valuz (Liechtcnstein) had stressed
tho need for a multilatcral universal convention on the
right to asylum following thc same principles as the Red

Cross conventions of 1949.
/Es$/PR (20) 13/
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14, leasures to enable the Council of Europe in forward
looking activities .

The Chairman informed the Comnittee that the Chairman
of the Committee of Ministers had agreed that the Council 01
Lurope engage itself in forward looking act1v1t1cs.

At tne suggestion of the Chalrnan the Commlttce decided
to consider at its future mecting the inclusion in its programme
of activitices a number of sub,]octu rolated to forward looking

activitics.’ /Boc. 2401 and AS/Inf (68) 457

15, QOther business

Lr. Coursier drew attention to three requests which had
rcececently been formulated by the Association for the Study of
tho orld Refugecs Problems, -

(a) Recognition for rﬂfugees of the years of service
in their home country. The member states of the
Council of Europe should rccognise rights accrucd
to rcfugees under social security plans in their
. homc country as it was a great hardship for them |
if they could not receive payments undcr such plans
in the country of rcception,

(b) Prolongation of travolllng documents for recfugees.
.. There were a great number of refugees, who werc in
posscssion of a travelling document issued by
one country but who worked in another country. It
would be of great advantage to such. refugces if in
such cases the prolongation of the travel document
© could take .place in the country in which the refugce
works, or if such country would accept them as its
own refugces.

@

(¢) Lifting of visa rcquiremcnt.. On 20 April 1959,
the Committee of Ministors decided to set up an -
agreement on the abolition of visas for refugees,
) Whlch.was put into forge on .3 September 1960.
‘Howevér, a number of Gouncil of Europc membeér
- states had not yet ratified it., It would be-of
- " gpecial inportance if Austria and Great Brlualn would
cffect the ratification.

- e e g e
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16, Date and placc of next mectings

The next mectings will be held on Thursday 30 January 1969
at 8 a.m. in Strasbourg and on Tucsday 18 March 1969 in Paris
in the morning,
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Iist of decisions taken

‘The Committoe,

adopted the minutes of its moutings on lb and 23 Septeﬁber 1968
in Strasbourg;

adopted its programme of activitics as containcd in

document /AS/PR (20) 19/; ‘

hecard statements by lLir. Roéié, rcprescntative of ICEM,
and lir. Asscher, reprcscntative of UNHCR, on the
position of Czcchoslovakian citizens who had left +heir
country;

hecard a statement by lir.llochcau, representative of
the Internationgl Catholic iidgration Commission,

on the position of the vietims of the Nigerianm civil
war;

hecard a statement by Iir. St. John Stecvas on the
IEncyclical "Humanac Vitac";

heard statements by Mr. Asscher, representative of
UITHCR, and by Mr, Warburg, rcpresentative of B'Hai
B*Rith International Council, on thc naturalisation
of refugees in the Council of Europc member states:

appointed its Chairman Rapportcur on the naturalisation
of rcfugees in the Council of Burope menber states;

arpo2intced Mr, Pdhler as lapporteur on the gstablishment
of "Lurora Ceontrcs" for migrant and indigcenous workers;

hcard an account of Mr, Pdhler of the meceting of the
Advisory Committee of the Council of Europe Spocial
Representative for national refugces and over-population
from 9 to 11 December 1968;

docided to hold its next mecetings on Thursday
30 January 1969 at 8 a.m., in Strasbourg and on
Tucsday 18 March 1969 in Paris in the morning.



