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In 1966 the Hautes Fagnes Nature Resorve received the
Council of Furope Diploma 1n the category "nature reserve'". The
diploma was awarded for the rescrve's internaticnal significance -and
its scienﬁific'value, as 1t is a characteristic peat bog landscape.

The flora, cvegetation and fauna of this landscape, w1th
its typical sub-mountainous reiscd peat bog ccosystems, were considered
of great intercst. ¢ arca was also inportant for its Dalynologlcal,
palacobotanical, geocmophological and hlstﬂrlcal foatures, all wcll
prcserved and well mwnaﬂod.

Since 1966, the annual reports for 1967, 68 and 69 indicatcd
the increasing valuc and significance of the rescrve, not only becesuse
‘new areas had beon added but also because the mensgoment had been
improved in several aspects. G s SR e

"According to Council of Eurcpe recgulations, each arca
awarded thc Diploma is re-examined after five yecars, with a view to
renewal of the Diplcema. The pre sent report is the result of the
on-the-spot apparaisal carried out by the author, as an independont
cxpert, at the an1tat1ﬂn of the Secr“tsry General of the Councll of
Burope.

The visit took place on 12 and 13 Hovember 1970, The

" ~author ¥as accompanied by Mr Uecourt Admlnlstxguor, Environment und

Nutural Resdurces Division of" the Coun011 of Eircpe. Professor

A. Neirfalise (Genbloux), Head of the Belgl%n Delegation to the

European Committec for the Conservation of Naturc and Natural Resourc»s9
organisced and guided the excursions. He was accompa nied by the officials
responsible for management of the reserve, i.c. Ing. W. Delvingt (Service
deé la Protection de la Nature, Administration des Eaux et Foréts,

Bd. Bischoffsheim 32, Brussels), Ing. Terwagne (Senior Forestry Ufficer
of the Inspcction Dolhain%,‘lng. Lemaltre {Senior Forestry Officer of

thée InSpcction of Malmédy) and Ing. M. Letocart (Forestry Ufficer of

the Cantonment Walhorn of thé Inspection Dolhain). o

411 important parts of the rescrve were visited. The -
author had good opportunites to acquaint himself with the prescnt
situation of vegetation and flora. He was given adequate 1nformatlon .
on recent developments and also on the fauna situation.. B

The author's conclusion is that the Hautes Fagnes Na vture
Reserve is still an arca of cxceptional intcrnational importance and
that it fully deserves the Buropean Dlplomu as a reserve.

This conclusion is bascd on the folloWing facts @

Conservation of the atrca as a WhOlO

~ Scveral developments which have “taken pldce since 1966 may
be mentioned here, for they have been of great importance for the reserve.

The most significant is the cnlargenent of the area of
the reserve. In 1966 it mecasurcd about 1500 ha.3; in November 1970
the protccted area was nearly 3900 ha.

e
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Another 1aporcant point is the management ¢f the surrounding,

ostly COnlferouu, ;orest Althou?h they arc only locally part of the
resbrve, the ranssement of these forests is such that they functlon as -
valuable buffer zories. The forcsts contribute in this way to ‘the
preservation and: 1mport1nce of the resecrve. Thoy oven add e its
natursl richness. The special measures taken since 1960 to. prevent and
control fires have becn succoss*ul and are thercforc mentioned under
this heading. :

Gther measures aimed particularly at the p¢o+cct10n of
spcial sites and clements of flora and faune have also becn successful
The results arc partly duc to the attention given tc the guidance of
the publlc by tbc"Surv1ce des Eoux ¢t Fortts",

Conservation of fldra and vegetation

The characteristic vegetaticn types of the Hautes Fagnes, Q
theSphiunu“ peat bO“'wﬁyuuvUbuLoua,cAlst all over the reserve, in
diffecrent fcrms in diffcront areas. '

, A1l vegetation tjres known in the llautes Fagncs, whether
described in literature or mentioned in the annual reperts, are present
and wcll developed. They are in greast variety and wonderful patterns
and arc well prescrved. Among them the interesting pingo-landscape in the
eastern part may be specially mentioned. The typical phytocoenoses are present
in large areas'and are vich in species in many sites, according to the
onv1rvnm ant, either with Sphagnum spp, Briorphorun spp, Erica tetralis,
Calluna vulgafic or Molinia caerulea as dominont species. In mnany
1 >calities tho- nore specialiscd poat bog spe01oo',ro found, such as
Androncd nlyfoll Uxycocéus quadrlpetalu89 Eriorphorun vaginatum,
Narthoclun 0831frgﬂun and en drier patches the interesting combinations
of Vaccinium metllluo, vaccinium vitis~idaca, Vaccinium uliginosum and
Empetrun nigrum. Locally rarer species as Arnica nontana, Trientalis
europaca, Pcdlculzrls B8Py Lyconodiu“ and Narciésus pscudonarcissus are
feund. The arcas uhlch have been burned in recent ycars have
generally vegetation poor in specics, often mainly Molinia chcrulea and . .
Polytrichum communc. In somc localites, however, regeneration of
richer vegeﬁatién scems to be .on its way.

Consorvatlon of fauna

The annual reports and other information indicate a
remarka ble 1n0feaso in numbers oi qever 1 dnimal specics.

) Uligotrophic peat bogAarcns’are usually poor in wildlife.
In the Hautes Fagnes rescerve; hewever; a number of animals live and
nay be secn vaul arly because of the fovourable habitat formed by
forest areas bordcring the rescrve. This is o special feature of ,
the Hautes Fagnes. It makes the reserve richer: than comparable peat
bog areas clscwhere. This is true not only for the well-knowm larger
namnnals and bllds, but also for lower” ertcbrntos and the 1nvortebrqtc
fauna
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Lorge mommals such as red deer (Cervus claphus), roedcer
(Capreolus capreclus) and wild bear (Sus scrofa) are to be found among
the mammals living in the agrea ~nt visiting the reserve resularly.
Populaticns of harc (Lepus. curopcus), ficld mousc (Apodcmug sylvaticus)
and other smsll rodents 2nd memmals are staple locd for fox (Vulpes:
vulpes), wildcat (Felix quVGsbrls) and bodger (Meles melcs).

. The fox populaticn has recently been centrolled owing to’
robies. The incrcense in numbers of wildent and sonc bird specics (for
instonce b7~ckJunu (Lyvurus tetrix) is about 10 times metre than four
years ago) is probobly the result of this control. Next to Lyrurus,
scversl birds of prey species seem to have incronsed ns well. A .very
remarkable incrensc is alse reportced of the ficldfrre (Turdus pllurls),
which now has o breeding populetion of 30 - 40 pairs. The incresse of
this speciss could portly be the result of changes in the mansgenent.

- Since 1967, therc is no shooting in the reserve. Further-
norc, catching and nctting of (scng-)virds has becn forbidden since 1967,
not only in tho reserve but also in the surrounding forests. This new
regulotion has certainly made the Hautes Fognes area far more valuable
for nmigrating birds, among which flocks of cranes (Grus grus), as well
as the above-menticned passcrince specics, arce to be scen.

The bre *dlng population of the bird of proy specics kestrel
"(Fu co tinnunculus) incrensed in number and according to the reports

go did thc populaticns of buzznrd (Butvc buteﬂ), heney buzzard (Pernis
abiVo:us), goshowk (Accipitor gentilis) and sparrowhawk (Accipiter nisus).
In autumn rd winter the percgrince falcon (Falce perc cegrinus) and the
merlin (Pulco colombarius) rogularly visit the srea. The rare hen harrier
(Circus cyancus) was cbserved in the rescrve for the first time in

spring. '

Three species of owl arc te be found: > long~cared owl
(*510 otus),,tho short-carcd owl (4sic flarmmcus) = in 1067 for thn
first time - and the Tongmalm's owl (Aegolius funcrcus), of which
neny as ten to twelve pairs are proscnt.

These figures indicnte an increasing importance cf tho
Hrutes Pagnes frem the point of view of fruno oon%emvntlvno g

Management

The nature censervaticn management of the Hautes Fagnoes
reservo Hus beoen intensificd since 1)66° The results of this arc
.bVldunt ‘as has bO”n shown in previdus parcgraphs. Sorie of the mecsures

”,tukcn, wnlch thu uroved fuv“u” olo “to the TCECIVa, wro thc fGllOWlng g

Establishment cf fire brecks

Along the border of the reserve and in strategic places
in the roscrve, fire breoks up to 1U . wide arc nade.  Much is donce
te maintain these. Ploughing, mowing, cutting of vegetation or the
usc of herbicides, is done on the ba 2gis of scientific exporlmunts.
Local gholterbﬁlts arc planted and: dltchcs duﬂ'ln wet arcas

.
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Preventicn of fireg

Fircs are the worst cnomies of the linutes Iagnes. Much
‘has been done, espccially during the last four years, tc prevent fires
and to restrict thenm as far as pessible. At present,; four watch towers
hove been constructed ~nd specinl fire wotchers appcinted. During
dangerous poriods, o constant waitch is crganiscd, including Saturdays
and holideys. Firc watchers arc provided with walkie talkies (radio
 transmitters).  In spring (February - lMay) the recserve is closed to
the public im periods of dry weather.

Watortable

Drainceo of pent bog areas of the Houtes Fagnes, formerly
prectisced for the sake of afforestation; has Stopped ccmpletoly.
Natural dreinage cnly is provided by rivulets and streams. In secveral
arecas formerly dreined, runcff water is checked and regulated by the
construction of doms (partly cxperimental) and by filling former drains. ‘l.

Vegetation

]

Besides the menagement of the firce breeks vegetation,
necessnry for thoir preoper funciticning, attenticn is spcecially given
in scveral coscs. In some arees, the dominent grewth of Molinia
caerulca 1s controlled by mowing and cutting to oncourage the develop-'
nent of other plant species. In cther locnlities, heather is mewed to
improve the habitat for blackgonme (Lyrurus tetrix). Transplantation

of spiggnum is prectiscd to colonisc pcols nud ditches which lack
gphaioun growth '

Faunsa

' . Monogcement measurces have already been nmentioned. The most
important ~re the shooting regul-~tisns (no shooting in the reserve )and

the prohibiticn cof netting and catching of birds: Uther measures are

the contrel of the fox populaticn, which has had no harnful ﬁ?fectsg and

the specinl protection given te blackgame and to birds of prey. .

Yardens

The werdening of the area has bcon intensificed. 3By the
end of 1970, there were 3 wardens in the Inspection Deltain and 4 in
the Inspection ilalmédy. Fire watchers arc 2lso appointed.

, A "Commission Scientifique pour la Gestion de la Réserve"
was established in 1970 by the Conseil Supérieur des Riserves Naturelles
et de la Conservation de la Nature. This Commission has 12 meumbers

the forestry officers nanaging the rescrve .

botanists
zoologist
forest ecclogist

hydrologist .
representatives of the Scciety "Les Amis de la Fagne"
cruntry planner 4 '

e
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Public access

. The numrber of visitors has increased dl**lnctly since 1966.
Thlo is-due-in a great measure to the award of the Buropean Diploma j; it
is also a.result of European Conservation Year. The number of visitors
in 1970 is estimated at about 40,000, Most people visit the.feserve in
July and August. It is closed to the public during periods of dry
weather because of fire hazards.

Seversl special measures have been taken since 1966 for
controlling and guiding the public. This is done mainly for their.
own benefit, but alsc helps to prevent damage to the reserve.
Visitors from outside the area are guided to carefully chosen sites,
from which they may enter the reserve on foot, following footpaths or
firebreaks. ©Small parking places are avallablﬂ noa"by, for 10 - 50
cars. They are located outside the reserve, but near ite border and
not far from the main roads. In some places picnic sites will be
provided in order to concentrate the visitors in suitable localities.

o In different parts of the reserve 5 special marked tracks
are to be found. At the starting points there are posts with a

map of the area. The trails lead visitors along an attractive

route through typical, interesting, but not vulnerable, parts of the
reserve., In this way, more.vulnerable sites are protected.

Wardens guide and inform visitors, when and where necessary,
on’the reserve and its plant and animal life. They will attend special
courses to prepare them for this task. The wardens also keep watch on
the public to prevent fires, picking of flowers or distumbance.of the
fauna. .

Some %ypes of newly developed recreational activities,
such as group ski-ing and the use of snow-scooters, are being studied,
so that measures may be taken to forbid such activities in the reserve,
should this prove necessary. Up to 1970, public pressure has not
been such that the establishment of "strict reserves" has proved
necessary. The forestry officers are nevertheless on the alert,
ready to set up such reserves or refuges as soocn ag this is feldt
advisable.

Scientific Research

The Hautes Fagnes has always been an ares of interest for
scientific research. Before 1966, botanical investigations carried out
by the University of Liége were among the most important. Since 1966,
the number of instvitutes interested in organising investigations in
the reserve has increased. In 1970, scientific research was carried
out in at least the following disciplines : geology, palynology,
botany (taxonomy, phytogeography, vegetation), hydrobiology, zoology
(ornithology, entomology), forestry and hydrology.

Resezarch was carried out in particular by institutes
from the Universities of Louvain, Liége and Gembloux. Student
excursions from these universities visit the area regularly.

o/
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With reference to the increased interest in the Hautes
Fagnes, a journal "Hautes Fagnes" is published, edited by the society
"Les amis de la Fagne'". Research into the entomofauna is done by the
"Cercle des Naturalistes Verviertois" (Verviers) and published in its
Bulletin. The "Cercle des Naturalistes de Malmédy'" focuses on '
botanical investigations. DBoth organisations arrange guided
excursions

encral Remarks

In provious paragraphs, 211 aspects discussed arc those
vhloh rmust be studied if onc is to be able to Jjudge whether the status,
development and managoement of the reserve are sound encugh to merit
continuaticn of the Buropean Diploma for the next five years.

Conservoation, Administraticrn, Mansgement, Wardens,
Public access and Scientific rosenrch have been discusscd. In allg
positive and faveurable develepments have beon reprrted. Duc to thi
the value ond significance of the Haoutes Fagnes Reserve has distine
increascd. The suthor hoad the impression that the improvements
achieved arc ot lenst partly the result of the award of the Diplona.
He was impresscd — os an expert - and realised during his visit what
has been dene for the reserve and what hns been achicved since 1966,
He alsc wighes to express his appreciation and his confidence in what
is envisngéd for the near future.

is,
tly

Ccnclusicn

The Hautes Pagnes Reserve in all respects descerves the
honcur of retaining the European Diploms for another term of five years.




