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Electronic notice board of the  
courts and experts lists (“COURTPUB”) 
 
Originally the Edict File 
(http://www.edikte.justiz.gv.at) was designed 
for publications in insolvency cases, however 
other publications were added constantly. 
 
As from 1.1.2000 insolvencies (bankruptcies, 
compositions with creditors, settlement of 
debts) have been published exclusively on the 
Internet with legally binding effect. The costs 
of publications could be reduced by 95 %. 
Every Internet user has access free of charge 
to the latest data. Data is copied 
automatically from the Insolvency Register 
within the Automation of Court Procedures to 
the Insolvency File at the "push of a button". 
Petitions in bankruptcy have legal effect the 
following day. 
 
Since that time edicts of Commercial Courts 
are also available via Edict File. 
 
Since the beginning of 2002 real property 
auction edicts and further publications of 
Commercial Courts can be retrieved. 
 
By mid of 2002 the Edict File was extended by 
announcements of liquidators combined with 
the database of official receivers in 
bankruptcy. 
 
At the beginning of 2003 the queries of 
auctions in execution proceedings against 
personal property, the search for owners in 
criminal proceedings and the search for 
curators were added. 
 
Project Data: 
 

Since 1.1.2005 all announcements provided 
for in court proceedings have been published 
exclusively in the Edict File. 
 
The Edict File won the Ökomanager Award 
2000 of the Austrian Business Association 
(WKÖ), the Justitia 2000 award and the 
eGovernment label for good practice 2005. 
 
The Official Receivers in Bankruptcy Database 
and the Expert and Interpreter Lists contain 
the individuals referred to above with their 
special qualifications. They are available to 
the courts and to the public for inquiries on 
the Internet.  
 
As from the beginning of 2004 the Expert and 
Interpreter Lists have been available on the 
Administration of Justice Intranet and on the 
Internet at http://www.sdgliste.justiz.gv.at. 
Experts, interpreters and receivers in 
bankruptcy can maintain certain data on the 
lists (address, telephone number, e-mail etc) 
and provide addition information on their 
companies by using an appropriate certificate. 
 
Since 2005 the new expert and interpreter 
identity card is available which meets the 
standards of the citizen's card. Official 
receivers in bankruptcy can also use their 
identity card for publications concerning sales 
and leasings in bankruptcy proceedings. 
 
Moreover mediators in civil matters can be 
retrieved at 
http://www.mediatorenliste.justiz.gv.at. 
 

Search enquiries in 2005:     approx. 15 m 
 
Search enquiries in March 2006: 
 

• Enquiries in total:      approx. 3 m 
• Court auctions:      approx. 1 m 
• Insolvency register:      756.450 
• List of court experts and interpreters:  334.761 

 



The effects of „COURTPUB“ 
 

• Since 1. 1. 2005 all announcements provided for in court proceedings have 
been published exclusively and legally binding in the Edict File. 

 
• Court decisions are published the day following the decision day via the 

internet. 
 
• Up to 95% savings of publication costs could be obtained. In a typical 

bankruptcy case the costs for traditional newspaper advertisements totals an 
average of EUR 1.090,-  per case. These costs could be reduced to 
approximately EUR 58,-  per case providing significant cost-savings for the 
affected parties. 

 
• The efficiency of the court publications was increased by broadening the range 

of access from a few tens of thousands of individuals to several million 
(Internet penetration in Austria is approx. 66%). 

 
• The increased publicity of the information led to a marked rise in the proceeds 

obtained at real property auctions, which is in the interest of all parties to the 
proceedings. 

 
• The workflow for the courts was simplified: court decisions entered in the 

back-end court case management system are now automatically transferred 
for publication, if the decision requires a notice to the public. 

 
• Two-way electronic interaction between the courts and external experts was 

established: experts and administrators provide data (e. g. expertise, 
photographs, building and site plans in the proceedings for real property 
auctions) for the application, secured by electronic signature. 

 
• Increased efficiency and significant reduction of processing-time.  
 
• Fewer telephone queries to be answered by the court personnel. 

 
• The list of court experts and interpreters, had to be updated annually and 

made available as printed issues limited to one region. With the electronic 
version of that list the information is always up to date and available 
nationwide on the Internet. 

 
• Over 1 million inquiries and more than 3 million pictures viewed per month 

underline the high acceptance by businesses and citizens. 
 



Future developments of „COURTPUB“ 
 

• Due to COURTPUB´s success an increasing number of court publications as 
well as court related information (e. g. an updated status on which courts have 
already changed over their document archives to electronic storage) was 
added to this application. It is to be expected that the legislative bodies will 
continue to use COURTPUB as a portal for information and publications 
related to the Austrian system of justice. 

 
• Since a growing number of private enterprises retrieves data from 

COURTPUB by means of automation support the Austrian ministry of justice 
plans to define a standardized data interface, thus providing a constant flow 
of information for the benefit of economy. 

 



 

 

the edicts database 
 

        electronic notice board 
of the courts including 
 
  all announcements in 

bankruptcy proceedings 
(insolvency file)  

  publications by the county 
courts in relation to 
judicial enforcement 
(real property auctions 
personal property 
auctions) 

  appointment of  guardians 
  announcements and edict 

service by the company 
register courts  

  list of administrators in 
bankruptcy proceedings 

  list of certified experts 
  declarations of death 

 



 

 
the insolvency file 

 
     all announcements 

in bankruptcy 
proceedings 

 
         search tool: 
 

  simple search 
  by file number 
  by company-register 

number 
  advanced search 

 
available free of 
charge on the 
Internet worldwide 

 
    open to private  
     individuals 



 
simple search 

 

     search tool: 
 

  full text search 
  by province 

 
 

for example: 
 

search for a 
construction enterprise 
in Vienna 
 
result: 
 

  61 cases 
 
information: 
 

  name of the 
insolvent enterprise 

  file number 
 



 

 
 

detailed information on 
specific proceeding: 

 

(eg.: HG Wien, 2 S 338/02x) 
 

  name, address and 
company register 
number of the 
insolvent enterprise 

  name and address of 
the administrator  

  opening date of 
bankruptcy 

  time, date and place of 
court hearing 

 



 

 
real property auctions 
 
 

    publication by the 
county courts in 
relation to judical 
enforcement 

 
     search tool: 

 

  simple search 
  by file number 
  advanced search 

 
  available free of 

charge on the Internet     
worldwide 

 
   open to private  

  individuals 
 



 

 

 
simple search 

 
 

for example: 
 

search for a one-family house 
in the province of Burgenland 

 
result: 
 

14 cases 

 
information: 
 

  address of the real property 
  date of auction 

 



 

 
 

 
detailed information 

 

 
 

  file number of auction 
  time and place of 

auction 
  description, expertise 

and representation (plan 
and photo) of the real 
property 

  estimated value, lowest 
bid and amount payable 
before auction 

 



 

 



 

 
Electronic experts 

and interpreters list 
 

 
          search for certified  
        experts by relevant 
        function and special 
        qualification 
 
        search tool: 
 

  by court district 
  specialist field 
  case group 
 

 
available free of 
charge on the 
Internet worldwide 
 
 

    open to private  
    individuals 



 
simple search 

 
 
      search tool: 
 

  by court district 
  by province 
  by specialist field 
  by case group 

 
  for example: 
 

nationwide search 
for certified experts 
on emergency 
surgery  

 
  faculty: 

medicine 
  special field: 

emergency 
surgery 
 

 



 

 
 

result 
 

248 experts on 
emergency surgery 
 

 
information: 

 
  name 
  address and 

phone number 
  date of birth 
  court district 
  optional: 

hyperlink to 
expert’s website 

 
 




